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DISTANCE LEARNING PLAN 

 
PURPOSE: The staff at Glacial Hills Elementary school is committed to continue meeting the educational 
needs of our students.This plan is developed to provide structure and support to our families and students 
as we work to create an engaging, standards aligned, learning environment outside of the traditional 
classroom setting. This plan is designed for what makes the most sense for our Glacial Hills Elementary 
community. 
 
General Information 
Distance learning is a new adventure due to the current COVD-19 pandemic and Governor 
Walz’s Executive Order to close schools. Our first priority is the safety and well-being of our 
students, families, and staff. We will navigate through this to the best of our ability! 
 
The Minnesota Department of Education has defined Distance Learning as: Students engaging in 
distance learning have access to appropriate educational materials and receive daily interaction with their 
licensed teacher(s). It is important to note that distance learning does not always mean e-learning or 
online learning. It is critical to provide this learning in a format that can be equitably accessed by all 
students. 
 
Glacial Hills Elementary School’s distance learning plan will implement a mixed delivery of 
instructional materials and support for our students. This will include, but not be limited to, 
traditional paper-pencil materials and books, as well as technological resources for educational 
purposes. This mixed delivery will allow all students access to the learning experiences.  
 
Classroom teachers are the main point of contact  and will be in communication with every 
family/student to explain the specific plan and requirements for the grade level. They will also 
assist in getting students set up with the appropriate technology and materials necessary to 
engage in the learning.  
 
Students will also have access to all relevant services and supports such as Special Education, 
Title 1, EL, etc. The music and PE teachers have also provided learning lessons and the 
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classroom teachers will make those available. The school counselor has designed a web page 
with relevant support and information - 
https://sites.google.com/view/awalstad/home?authuser=1 
 
A survey will be sent out to determine where/how we can best meet the needs of our students 
and families. This survey will include a question to address child care needs, food/nutrition 
support, access to wi-fi/internet, and device availability. The school administration and/or 
classroom teacher will work cooperatively to insure that all of the needs identified by families are 
met and that every family has been contacted. 
 
Communication with Families 
Communication is critical during this time. Teachers will be available daily and can be contacted 
using the method of communication that parents have indicated as the preferred mode - 
including, but not limited to, Google classroom, email, phone, video chat, traditional mail 
services. Each teacher will communicate their “office hours” with parents and students. Families 
may not get an immediate response outside of those hours, but can expect a response within 24 
hours. The school’s front entry will serve as a common area for drop-off and pick-up of 
materials. Each classroom will have a designated drop box for this purpose. 
Attendance 
Attendance laws are still in place for this time of distance learning and daily attendance is 
required. Classroom teachers will be responsible for taking daily attendance. A google sheet 
has been set up for this purpose. Parents/students have 24 hours to respond to the teacher via 
email, phone, Google classroom, or other preferred mode as determined between them, to 
count as a valid day of attendance. 
 
Teacher Expectations 
★ Use email, phone, Google Classroom, etc. to communicate with families 
★ Record daily attendance 
★ Respond to parent/student questions within one business day 
★ Set office hours and communicate this schedule with parents/students. 
★ Teachers have flexibility in terms of how to assess student work, but need to require 

students to submit something (via Google classroom, photo, drop-off, etc.) to 
demonstrate their understanding. 

★ Assess students according to the standards/assignments and report progress on report 
card. 

★ Provide support to families 
 
Parent/Guardian Expectations 
★ Assist your student in developing a daily schedule and routine for doing school work. 
★ Attendance will be established daily as explained above. Please help to ensure that it is 

completed. 
★ Contact teachers with questions and encourage students to do the same 
★ Just do the best you can to facilitate your child’s learning 
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Student Expectations 
★ Check in to Google classroom (or the option that your teacher has directed) each day for 

assignments and due dates and other lessons or videos. 
★ Complete the work that is assigned 
★ Contact the teacher if you have questions or need assistance 
★ Use your devices and technology appropriately 
★ Play outside! Play a game or read a book with a family member! Help around the house 

with chores! 
 
Progress Reporting 
Teachers will continue to report progress in a similar fashion as during traditional classroom 
days. Report cards will be sent home at the end of each trimester. Teachers will communicate 
any other information as needed. 
 
 


