
 School Board member elections are right around the corner 
and we need some people to fill the positions. There will be   
2 – three year term positions available as well as a two year 
teacher term. State law requires that we have a minimum of 
one parent, one teacher, and one community member on the 
board. Our bylaws require a minimum of 5 members on the 

school board. 
  
Please consider volunteering your time to serve and make a difference at Glacial 
Hills Elementary School.  
 
The board election date is January 27, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. If you are interested in 
being on the ballot, please contact Deb Mathias by January 10, 2020. 
 
Here are some Frequently Asked Questions & Answers: 
 

  How often does the Board meet, what day of the month, and how long are the meetings? 
 The School Board meets the 4th Monday of each month for no longer than 2 hours. Occasionally 
 it is necessary to call a special meeting. 
 

 What other time commitment is expected of the Board?  Are there actual expenses for Board 
members when they are required to have training, etc.? 

 Board members are encouraged to attend Glacial Hills events such as concerts. They are also 
 asked to volunteer time at the Annual Spring Carnival and may be asked to help sell tickets or  
 gather raffle items. The State of MN requires all elected Board members to attend training in 
 Employee Matters, Finance and Governing. Each of these trainings is approximately 4-6 hours 
 long. The school pays all registration and mileage.  Accommodations, if necessary, are paid for 
 by the school. Board members can also submit a request for a $150 stipend if the training 
 requires them to take time off work to attend. 
  

 What is the difference between a Charter School and a regular public school? 
 Charter schools are one of the public school choices available to students in Minnesota. Charter 
 schools receive state and federal dollars, but do not have taxing authority. Charter schools 
 cannot own property, but receive lease aid from the state to help pay the costs of leasing 
 buildings. Charter schools are required to submit annual reports, complete state testing 
 requirements and submit all the same information to MDE that traditional public schools are 
 required to submit. 
 
 Charter schools must be overseen by an MDE approved authorizer. The authorizer is responsible 
 for financial, governance and academic oversight of the charter school. There is a contract 
 between the two entities that requires renewal every 3-5 years. 
 
 



 

 Do I have to have children in the school to be an effective board member? 
State law requires that the board consist of at least one parent, one staff member and one 
community member. It is not imperative that a board member be a parent, rather that the 
board member have an interest in the operation of the charter school and commit to moving it 
into the future. 
 

 Is it imperative that a Board member attend every board meeting? 
It is not imperative to attend every board meeting however,  the bylaws stipulate that there 
must be a quorum in order to conduct business so members are encouraged to attend all 
meetings to avoid having to reschedule them. 
 

 Are staff threatened by parent or Board member visitation during school hours? 
Staff encourage parents and Board members to visit during school hours to better understand 
the daily operations of the school. 
 

 How many committee meetings are held when appointed to committees or groups…what 
time of day are those customarily held? 
Committee meetings are scheduled as needed and the time/date is set to accommodate the 
majority of the committee’s members. There isn’t a set schedule for any committees. 
 

 How well does the community support your charter school?  In what ways do you see that 
support given? 
The charter school is very well supported by the community. This is evident in the number of 
people in attendance at concerts and programs. There is a good turnout for the welcome back 
picnic, open house and spring carnival, which are open to the community. Several businesses in 
the community open there doors for trick-or-treating and respond well when asked for 
donations to fundraisers. 
 

 If I don’t have any background in education, how can I be on a Board of Education? 
All that is required to be a Board member is a strong commitment to assuring that the charter 
school runs efficiently, provides a top-quality education to the students it serves, continues to 
be a vital part of the community and meets the needs of the families it serves. 
 
 

Please consider volunteering to serve on the    
Glacial Hills Elementary School Board! 

 
 


